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piety ; then I should be tempted to think they have
an acquaintance with the intellectual world, a con-
verse with good spirits, and a prescience communi-
cated from the good angels, those guardians of man-
kind, waking centinels, set to guard the world from
evil, and to counteract the malice and rage of hell,
but not else.

Here then is a test of the magicians' art, and let
us not be amused and imposed upon by the pre-
tences to the sacred sciences, and to the study of
exalted mysteries, incantations divine and sublime,
and many other lofty expressions ; significant in
themselves, but not so in the case before us, unless
testified by the virtue and just productions which
appear in their practice. I say, let us not be amused
with these to embrace hell in the disguise of hea-
ven, and converse with a deceiver in the robes of an
angel of light.

If there are such glorious things attained to by
art, and by the study of these sacred sciences, where
shall we find the practice of them? I think we
must be referred back to the augurs and diviners
among the more honest heathens ; for we may al-
most answer for it, that nothing of this kind is seen
among us; or at least if it is found in theory, and
there is in nature a reality of art, such as I have
mentioned above; that magic is a science laudable
in its study, justifiable in its practice, sublime in its
attainment; it is yet so blended with the wicked
part, by the corruption of its professors, that we
scarce know where to find one, either in being or in
story, in the whole Christian time, whose practice
can be allowed to be sacred, whatever can be said of
the science.

It is true, there was a famed magician in Kent,
who pretended to this, and of whom I shall speak at
large in the next chapters; and he seemed to act
wholly upon the principle of doing good, detecting